THE WAR SITUATION
A speech delivered to the house of commons
september 5, 1940
August 29.      French Equatorial Africa and the French Gammons
declare for General De Gaulle.
August 31.      Rumania, yielding to German and Italian pressure,
cedes almost two-thirds of Transylvania to Hungary.
September 2. A determined attack by 650 enemy aircraft is beaten back.
September 3.   The United States transfer fifty of their older destroyers
to the Royal Navy.   Britain agrees to lease to U.S.A.
for 99 years without charge naval and air bases in the
North and South Atlantic.
[September 5, 1940.
T
HE memorable transactions between Great Britain and
the United States, which were foreshadowed when I last
addressed the House, have now been completed. As far as I can
make out, they have been completed to the general satisfaction
of the British and American peoples and to the encouragement of
our friends all over the world. It would be a mistake to try to
read into the official notes which have passed more than the docu-
ments bear on their face. The exchanges which have taken
place are simply measures of mutual assistance rendered to one
another by two friendly nations, in a spirit of confidence, sympathy
and good will These measures are linked together in a formal
agreement. They must be accepted exactly as they stand.
Only very ignorant persons would suggest that the transfer of
American destroyers to the British flag constitutes the slightest
violation of international law or affects in the smallest degree the
non-belligerency of the United States.
I have no doubt that Herr Hitler will not like this transference
of destroyers, and I have no doubt that he will pay the United
States out, if ever he gets the chance. That is why I am very
glad that the army, air and naval frontiers of the United States
have been advanced along a wide arc into the Atlantic Ocean,
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